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In 2002, Colombian senator, anticorruption crusader, and presidential candidate Ingrid Betancourt

was kidnapped by leftist guerrillas. She was their prisoner for more than six years. Until now.Until

Death Do Us Part is the deeply personal autobiography of an extraordinary woman who gave up a

life of comfort and safety to become a political leader in a country slowly being demolished by

terrorism, violence, fear, and a pervasive sense of hopelessness. A memoir that reads like a

fast-paced political thrillerâ€”at once poignant, chilling, and inspiringâ€”it is a story of a reformer, a

mother, a patriot whose love for her country and faith in democracy gave her the courage to stand

up to the power that has subjugated, intimidated, or corrupted all those who opposed it . . . and

ultimately paid an unimaginable price for her commitment.
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That the author was born into a privileged family makes her courageous life all the more

astonishing. I visited Colombia during this past year, and I know how extremely dangerous the

country is for everyone--but Colombian Senator Ingrid Betancourt has really pushed the envelope in

order to fight political corruption in her country.What a remarkable woman, and what sacrifices she

has made to remain an honest, outspoken legislator! She has risked not just her personal safety,

but also missed watching her children grow up; since it is too dangerous for them to remain in

Colombia with her, they must live in another country with their father.The book tells a truly riveting

story about Colombian politics from the late 1980s to the present. Its account of governmental



corruption at the highest levels does a great service to U.S. readers--many of us are familiar with

the Cali and Medellin drug cartel mayhem, and a few of us know about the guerrilla war going on at

this moment, but most of us have no idea of the extent of political corruption that has been going on

in Colombia. So thank you for this story, Ingrid Betancourt, but thank you especially for your

stubborn courage--you are a true role model and what I would call a hero.Having said that, I have

two quibbles with the book regarding style and content. First, it looks as though the book was

produced in such a hurry there was not sufficent time for editing in English, resulting in some typos

and grammatical errors. Before a second printing takes place, I hope a good editor reviews the

manuscript.I also think a big problem with the book is that the most central issues in Colombia today

are barely mentioned.
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